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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE following account of the late 
* meeting in Wiltshire is published in con- 
sequence of various aniiiiadversions on 
what passed on that occasion/ As the 
circumstances which led to the requisi- 

tion, have been as much misrepresented 
as what occurred at the meetings it may 
be useful to state the facts. At the 

Quarter • Sessions held at the Devizes in 

 

January last^ several gentlemen and ma- 
gistrates expressed a wish to sign a re- 
qiiisition to the sheriff for calling a meet- 
ing to consider of a petition against the 



Roman Catholic claims. To this plan 
others objected, either from a difference 
of opinion on the main subject, or from, 
a sense of the impropriety of expressing 
any decided jfidgmi^c iri a requisition 
for a meeting to deliberate. The requi- - 
sition was consequently drawn up to take 
into consideration the Catholic (jIaihis. 
Jt originate^,' however' entJrplj^, and it 
was ch'ie'fly signed oy person^ hostile to 
the claims. iT hose who signed the, re- 
quisition attended the n^eeting, E^nd most 
of thiem supported the resolution of pe- 
titioning Parliament agjiinst all altera- 
tions Wfetever in .the laws relating to 
Roman Catholics, which was negativeji 
by a large majority of freeholders. 



ACCOUNT 



OF THE 



WILTSHIRE MEETING, 

m 

&c. 



\ NUMEROUS and most respectable meeting of 
■^^ the freeliolders of the County of Wilts was 
fceld in the Town Hall of Devizes, on Wednes- 
day the 37th ult.^ for the purpose of con- 
«idering the Catholic claims. The Duke' of 
Sonierset^ the Marquis of Lansdown, Lord 
Viscount Andover, Lord Holland^ Mr. Long, 
Mr.. Methuen, (members for the county) Sir 
J. Popre Methuen, Mr. Humphriesj Mr. Est* 
court, sen. Mr.Estcourt^and Mr. Joshua Smithy 
(the two members for Devizes) Mr. Robert 
Gordon, M. P. Mr. A. Baring, M. P. Mr, 
N. Cal%, M. P. the Rev. Mr. Ogle, the Rev. 
Mr. Bowles, the Rev. Mr. Goddard> and 
many other gentlemen of rank and property 
•were present. 

Colonel Penruddock stated to the Meeting, 
that be took the chair in the absence of the 
High Sheriff, from whom he had a letter of 
excuse for his non-attendance on account of 
indisposition. The present meeting had been 
called on the requisition of several gentlemen 
of the county, most of whom were then pre* 
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purpose of taking tbe Catholic 

iDsideration. 

, the member for Cricklade, then 

" That as he was at the bead of 
1, it became necessary for him to 
' remarks to the meeting. He 
empt to enter into the subject of 
:lainis, in so far as related to the 
e Catholics them'seWeSj for that 

had never studied. The only 
he considered of importance to 
jiresent, was the safety of the 
itale of this country. If the 
Id not shew them that the con- 
ir claims would be beneficial to 
.ion, and would promote the - 
inimity of the country; or if it 
shewn by them that what they 
)uld not be detrimental to the 
be country, the legislature was 
:d to yield a concession to their 
:ertaining such sentiments^ be 
>vas necessary for the other party 

what they asked would not be 

the constitutioD. He, for his 
l8 satisfied with tbe constitution 
t stood. The Catholics were not 
e-fourth of the population of the 
it was tberefoce too much in this 
to expect that any alterations 
•eed to by which tbe rest of tbe 
ht be endangered. He bad a 
tmed in conformity with these 
his pocket, which he should read 
6-— 
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**' That an address be presented to Ins Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent^ and petitions to 
both Houses of Parliament^ praying that no 
alterations whatever^ under the present cir* 
cumstances^ miglit be made in the laws which 
relate to the Roman Catholics/' . 
Having moved this resolution^ 

Mr. Harding rose to second it. *' Every 
Protestant ought now to come forward in 
support of the privileges which we inherited 
from our ancestors^ and which we were bound 
to hand down to our posterity unimpaired* 
If the Catholics were to be admitted to the 
privileges of th^ constitution^ the laws would 
be impaired^ and the constitution^ as esta- 
blished at the Revolution^ departed from. The 
King was by law bound to be a Protestant. 
Since the union with Ireland^ the admitting 
Catholics to the possession of the elective 
franchise, had operated very strongly in favour 
of their power and influence. If they were 
next to be admitted into the legislature^ there 
was no saying what consequences might be 
the result. If, however, concession of their 
claims was to be yielded, for God's sake let it 
go hand in hand with security, and let not the 
boon, oh any account, precede the securitjr. 
It had been urged in the House of Commons^ 
that their table was got loaded with petitions 
against the Catholics; but this was not then 
necessary, as the country depended on the 
wisdom of their representatives. It behoved^ 
however, the country now to stand forward 
in defence of that cclnstitution, which had 
been cemented by the blood of Englishmen, 



speecbes of the mover and seconder of the 
resolution. These speecbes seemed to be .at 
direct variance with one another. The one- 
represented the Catholics aa a poor despicable 
body ; and the other aa so powerful, that if 
their claims were granted the constilution 
might possibly be overturned. — Little did he 
expect, that in this age of liberality, in the 
nineteenth century, sentiments would have 
been brought forward, more suitable to the 
eleventh century, and which would even 
have disgraced the reign of Queen Anne. 
The army and navy were composed in a great 
measure of Catholics; and would it be pretend- 
ed that those who were figliting the country's 
battles abroad, would endeavour to destroy its 
constitution at home ? — Would they put arms 
into the hands of those Catholics who were 
poor and illiterate, and refuse the privileges of 
the constitution to those men who were hound 
by every tie to support it, and who' had the 
greatest interest in the well being and prospe- 
rity of their country ? He bad one observation 
to make on the speech of the seconder of the 
resolution. "When he talked of the glorious 
Revolution of 1688, was he awi^re tbat no mo- 







narcli was naore willing than William III. tot 
extend to the Catholics the privileges of the 
coQstitution ? It was his wish that every por-* 
tioD of British subjects should be admitted to 
a share of that constitution. The Catholics^. 
he thought, should not be exposed to the ob- 
loquy whieh the resolution cast upon them^ 
because their conduct had been always most 
temperate and loyal. Such^ he trusted^ would 
that conduct always remain. The day was 
not far distant when they must be put into 
possession of the privileges of the constitution ; 
and if it should be thought necessary that ad- 
ditional securities ought to be demanded from 
themj it was the business of the legislature to^ 
determine wbat those securities ought to be. 
The present motion^ however, completely pre- 
judged the question^ which he thought might 
be safely left to the wisdom of Parliament i 
and on that ground he wished to move the 
following address to Parliament by. way o{ 
amendment : — 

'^ To the Honorable the House of CommonSj in 

Parliament assembled. 

^' The humble Petition of the undersigned^ in- 
habitants of the county of Wilts, sheweth :— 

" That your petitioners have observed that 
the House, of Commons did, in June last, 
resolve^ that it would, early in next session^ 
take intb its consideration the state of the laws 
affecting the Roman Catholic sabjects of Great 
Britaia and Ireland, with a view to a final and 
eonciliatory adjustment ; that perceiving that 
attempts have been made to eonvey opiniont 



menu oeiore your noDoraoie nuuse. 

"They rely implicitly on the vigilance of 
Parliament in discovering, and on its wisdom 
in removing ail causes of discontent and dissa- 
tisfaction ; they are convinced that the delibe- 
rative faculties of the legislature are fully ade- 
quate to devise such comprehensive settlement 
of this interesting subject, as may be equally 
conducive to the peace of the United King- 
dom, and the interests of the established 
Church ; vrhich cannot he more effectually pro- 
moted than by conciliating the affections of all 
classes of bis Majesty's subjects, and providing^ 
for the general safety of the empire, by 
atrengthening the attachment of all its inhabi- 
tants, of vrhatevcr persuasion, to its constitution 
and government." 

The Rev. Richard Goddard, son of the late 
member for "Wiltshire, seconded this motion. 
. An interval of some minutes having elapsed, 
and the chairman having proceeded to put the 
question. 

The Marquis of LansdowneTose. — " He had 
waited till the last moment, vrhen the Chair-, 
man called on the Meeting to come to a deci- 
sion on . the questioH on iivhich they were 
unexpectedly conveued that day. that he 
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might hear the grounds on vihich the fesotu^ 
ttonwas recotnmeaded, which had been maved 
on the other side. He bad waited tiil the very 
)a$t HHi^inent, because he wished to hear some* 
thing more than he had jet heard^ and because 
be could not be persuaded^ that on the argu* 
ments which had been stated^ and by them 
aloue^ tb^ qneeting ^ould posdibly come to a 
resolution^ that a petition should be presented 
to Parliamenti hostile to any alteratiob what-^ 
ever in the laws relating to the RomaniCatho-^ 
lies. He had expected to hear from: those M^ba 
originated the resolution^ a distinct statement 
and explanation of the da4)gers to berappfe* 
bended — 'he did not ss^y j0iii the 'Cd^boUcs^ 
but from the legislature allQwitlg themselves 
to take the subject into their consideration; 
For^ let it be considered that ,it now a^ppeared 
from tbe resolution which had been pr^oposedi^ 
that they had been called to mdet there that 
day, for the purpose of interposiqg to prevent 
the House of Commons from doing, wbat in 
the course of the last session of the late.Bar^ 
liament, they had pledged themseives to. do; 
and that the House of Commons had done it 
avowedly upon the ground^ that this step was 
necessary for the defence of: the country, and 
for tbe union of all hearts in the. great cause in 
which we are all engaged. By such a step 
they took upon them to say^ that the House of 
Commons had j udged wrong'-^that what 7 the 
House meant to do in tbe business th^y really 
knew not— that what would be the insult of 
their judgment they had no means, of ascer* 
fining : but that nothing which .the Uaase of 



TbiB, he coDtendedj was the only view in which 
the petition could be brought forward ; for 
the petition must diatinttly conrey tbeir opi— 
otOD, that Parliament was oot able, in any- 
way whatever, to effect any thing beneficial, 
improve anything defective, or guard agaiasC 
any thing dangerous, in taking the claims of 
the CatfaolicB into consideration. After liaten- 
ing to the speeches of themover and seconder 
ofthe resolution, be confessed he should have 
supposed that we were in a state of the world 
in which nothing was to be apprehended froca 
foreign enemies, but every thing from our 
own subjects. He, however, was not asbam* 
ed to avow that, in his opinion, every thing 
fatal and threatening was to be apprehend- 
ed from our enemies abroad, and every 
thing good was to be looked for from the esta- 
blishment of harmony and union at home, from 
improved confidence, and increased eo-opera- 
tion between all classes of his Majesty's sub- 
jects. These gentlemen, however, were ready 
to pronouiKe, that those persons whom the 
country admitted into the army and navy^ 
and wbo were gallantly fighting our battles, 
uot only should not be admitted into tbe pri- 
vileges of the constitution ,- but that a Pro- 
testant House of Commons should not safely 
be allowed to deliberate whetber they ought 
10 to be admitted or not. He called upon any 
gentleman who entertained such an opinion, 
to ibew wherein the dai^r lay which they 
apprehended. The mover of the resolution 
bad told them, tbat.he deelioed mftkiog any 
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wvLch 8'tillefMnt^faat lie meant to leave ixk 
tboie Wh6 opposed the resolution to show^ 
in^faetber it wo aid be safSe or beneficial to g;rant 
the claiois of the Catholics ; and that he 
thottj^bt it was <|tiiid unnecessary tot bim to. 
ahow any reason for the opinion he entertained^^ 
tlie mere existence of the exclusion being, as 
he contMded> a suMcient argument in its favor^ 
This was a doctrine which Would apply to 
every temporary law whatever^ which would 
tennm the crimes and follies of one century> 
tow division and discontent in the neXt when 
they had ceased to exists— ^and draw an eter** 
Hal line of separation between persons whon| 
common ties and common interests n^ust tilti^x^ 
mately blend togethefj when civil disabilitiei 
no longer reminded thein to suspect and dis:^ 
trust each other^ But he would ask any En« 
glishman to lay &is hand to his heart and say^ 
if he thought that any disabilities ought, m 
any casCi to be imposed upon any class of his 
fellow subjects Vrithout its being shown that 
thesie disabilities are necessary? This waai 
not an argument on which an Englishmad 
ought to go. The grounds of the exclu-* 
sion ought, in all cases^ to be apparent. He 
did hot desitre them to appeal to authority withi 
a view to decide this question, though great 
authorities might be produced in favor of the 
Catholic claims. The greatest statesmen^ and^ 
be would confine himsdf^ for obvious reasons, 
to those who were now no more, were advo- 
cates for concession to the Catholics. Mr/Pitt^' 
Mr. F6x, i^d Mr. Burke, persons who dif- 
fered ttt opioioh upon ovary other political 
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?ue8tioD, opposed to eucW otber iaitvtTy poli-. 
ical ihtercat, were compelled bj. a sense o£ 
duty and of priociple to agree iu tbeir vieve of 
(his subject, tbat it was neceyary to do some- 
thing ia regard to those laws which fiffiM;b;d 
the Roman Catholics. . He did act nteap to 
state to them, that because these great men' 
were agreed in this opinion, they were there- 
fore to be precluded from.ali discussion ftn the 
subject; but.at least it was a stroog reason for, 
them to be cautiouaj and wej^b weH what 
opinions tliey entertained,- before- they deter~ 
miDed to differ from these statesfnen* The 
gentlemen who moved and seconded the resolu- 
tion, ought to show them why they differ from 
Mr. Pitt, from Mr. Burke,, and Mr. Fox- 
Be asked them to show what. the daager was 
which they apprehended? Fo^ bis owu part 
he knew no danger which could foi|ow from 
adiiiittiqgauyclasaof personS'intp'the possession, 
of prjvilegf;s in the State, but what resulted ei-* 
ther from their known professions or their koQwn 
practice, eijher fr^im the clearest evidence of 
their' entertaining sentimeuts^ hostile to,, the 
stale, orof^lwir nianifestingfuch hostility by 
thf,ir actions. With respect t(t thwr profes- 
sidOs,' the Catholics had taken every oath 
which had been prescribed to them, renouncing 
all doctrines which could in any wise becon- 
iidered inimical'to the safety of the state. He 
had copies of these Whs in his pocket, which, 
if the meeting was 'desirous, he woujd read to 
them. (General cri; of read.) lie Vnew they. 
wished to be informed, and not to s^t their 
qam^B hastily to any petition which might be; 
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-.presented to tbem; but to form m deliberate 
Judgment^ after a full and dispassionate enquf- 

,fy, like Englisbmen.— -These oaths^ Mrbich be 
was going to state were prescribed to be taken 
by every Catbolic^ and he knew no nian^ lie 

•ilad heard of no man who desired that any Ca- 

• th'olic should: be admitted to privileges witbotrt 
ftaking them. {Here the noble Marquis read the 
oaths.) 

» • ^^I A.M^ do sineenely promise and swear^ 
^' That 1 will be ^faitiiful^ and bear true alle- 
giance to His Majesty Kinrg; George* the 
Thirds and him will defend, to the utmost 
of my power against all conspiracies and at* 
tempts whatever that shall be made, against 
his person, crown, or dignity; and 1 will 
do my utmost endeavour to disclose and 
make known- to His Majesty^ his heirs ami. 
*^ successors, all treasons and traitorous con- 
*' spiracies which. may be formed against hifai 
'^ or them : And 1 do faitbfuUy » promise to 
'' maintain, suppoi[t, and. defend, to the' ut- 
*^ most of my power, tlie succession of the 
'' crown ; which succession,' «by.an :Act, inti- 
" tuled. An Act for the further Limitation of 
*' the Crown, and better securing the Rights 
'' and Liberties of the Subject j is, and stknds 
'^ limited to the Princess Sophia Electress add 
Duchess Dowager of Hanoysr, andthe 
keirs of her body, being Projtc^tapts ;/'here- 
by utterly renouncing and abj uripgi. any ' 
' f*' obedience or allegiance unto any other pet-. 

• f son ckiiming or pretending at right .to the 
. *' crown of these nsalflsa : And I do swiar,.tbat 
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" 1 do reject and deteit, mi an uncbf istian aad 
" imfiious poiition, that it is lawful to murder 
" or ittttoy any person or persons whatsoever, j 
" for or under pretence of their being heretics 
" or infidels; and also that unchristian and 
" impiouH principle, that faith is not to be 
!" kept with heretics or infidels: And I fur- 
" therdeelare. That it is not an article of my 
" faith, and that I do renounce, reject, and 
" abjure the opiuioo, that princes exeommu- 
" nicated by the Tope and Council, or any 
" authority of the Sen of Rome, or by any 
" authority whatsoever, may be deposed or 
." rourdetvo by their subject*, or any person 
*' whatsoever : And 1 do promise, that 1 will 
" not hold, maintain, or abet any such opi- 
" nion, or any o(ber opiaioos contrary to what 
'* is ex|>ressed in tbja declaration : And 1 do 
. '* declaxe. That 1 do not believe that tke Pope 
*' <^ Rome, or aoy other foreign prince, pre- 
. '* late, state, or potentate, A«fA, or oi^ht ia 
*' kaw, mv temporal or cMl juriadtctitm, 
" povtTy auperioTtts, or pre-eminence, direet' 
'* ^ or imUrecttjf, witbin this rfattn ; And 1 
" do solemnly, in the presence of God, 
" profess;, testify jind decUre, that I do make 
** this declaration, and every part thereof, in 
" the pbin and ordinary sense of the vrwda of 
" tliii oatb* without any evasion, equivocation-, 
" Of mental reservation whatever ; and witb- 
<' oMl any dispensatioo already granted by the 
'' Pope, or any authority of the Seeof lUime. 
" or any person whatever ; and without tiiink-^ 
*' log that 1 am or can be acquitted before 
'' God or man, or abiolvad of this declaiatioo. 
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^ or MUf pMi iAmmC althobgh the Pope 6r 
^^ «liy oimnr pwiM or authority whatsoever 
'' flhaH ditpfMe with or annul the same^ t^r 
^' deelttre that it was null or: void.* 

So help mb God/' 
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The Mnrquia hogged tb^ gentlemen to ptty 
partiddar attention to the nekt oath he shouM 
read* and to hear ib mind that Every Irish Rd- 
man Catholieh actually took it. 

^' I, Am Si do swear^ that 1 do abjure^ coA* , 
^' demn, and detest^ as undhrhtian and impi- 
'' ous^ tiie priocipletbat it is lawful to tnurdet, 
^' destroy^ or any wags if^jure any person vsHuH'- 
'* 9oev(sr, for or utid^rlhe pretence of beini 'a 
^' A^ref jc /: and t do declare solemnly befote 
^' Cred* that I believe thatno act in itself unjuM« 
'^ immoral* or wicked can ever be justifiai dr 
^' eiCcttsiBd by 6r tinder pretence dr colour tb&t 
'' it wasdodeeither for tbegood of the church, 
^* Of im obedience to any ecclesiastical power 
. '' whatMbver* I alsd declare, that it is not 
^* an ArNe/e ^ the CathoHc Faith, neither am 
'^ I thereby inquired to believe or profess, 
*^ thut ihi w^ is irtfaUiblef or that I am bound 
'^ to obey any order in its o wn' nature immo- 
*' ral, Ihottgll the Pope, or any ecclesiastical 
^* powefp aaottld itsue or direct such order; 
buti, on the contrary, I hold that it would 
be iiufnl in me to pay any respect or obedi- 
^' /f ace tiiereto : I further declare, that 1 do 
not believe that any ain whatsoever commit- 
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tpractibiedby the 31st of the King, and taken by all 
Snglidk Catbolicf. 
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V" ted by me can b« forgiven'^ tlft'iliere -wttl 

■.*' of any- Pope, or of any prjetti of of atiy 

'." person -or, penoBs whatsoever; buttBbt sih- 

" cere sorrow for past itm, a' finii and sincere 

' '.' retolution to ayoid future guilt, and to 

" atone to God, are previous aud indispensa- 

' " ble requisites to'-eitabHih 8 '^eil-fOiinded 

.'" expectation of* forgivenead; and thirt bi^ 

• ". person who receiveB absolutioti^ widiout 

" these previous requisites,' so far from- ol>- 

" taining thereby any remissioD of his sins, 

" incurs the additibnal- guilt vf ^Idtin^ a' sa- 

- " crament. And I do swear, that / wiU dk- 

. "fend, to ike utmost of my power, -iUe settle- 

." tnent and arrangement of properljf In -this 

„ *' country, as ettablished Ai/ the 'laws now 'in 

:*' being: I do hereby ditclaim, disanm, and 

. " $olemnlif a^ure, any intention to subvert iJie 

■" present church titalHiskment, foithe pijr- 

" poseof substUutJB^.a Catholic (Jstablisbm^f 

. " in its stead; And 1 do solemnly fawear,'Vftfi( 

 " / will not exercise any- privUege^to which ' I 
." am or. may. become iniiilM, to dtvtur^ and 
. " we&ken the Protestant religion- and Protest- 
." on* g'Ofcrmntfntio Ibis kingdom.* ^  

'' So bdp flaeOad."' 

" And now he would tipp^al tO'their ovrn 
: hearts and consciences, if tbeyeould'possibly 
: devisetenns more clear imd^idJeitthMi thoM 
in which these oatha were-coneelved f And 
no man ever dreamtof tbeir.adiDUtan4e ivpotlr- 

 er without them. No man, he tnittid,:woiild 

* Prefcribedby^the 39d Irish statute oF the Kin^rapd 
takeo by all Iriih Roman Catholics. --'.!■ „■ 
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beqaufii^ th^y \ W.^D« th^ oathft whioh Ihelegis-^ 
Uturet^pB«lT^t/thopgbi p!co|)er to prre8^rtbef# 
If^they gaid ^ay.wopla B0t bdieve the Catho-; 
lic9 on ^.atbuf \)¥b-jr iiap^se.aiiy oath on tbem^ 
at,all ? .. Wi)9)t»:ip audi ii .view/ \m9 to prevent' 
the C^hfll^cs^.fyQW^itms possession of tbe^ 
liq^se .of, Comipqpia to iMrnohr. . Wber 9 is the* 
purity qn^^bkb' you nly Ifojr excluding any 
per^pnofa^yd^siMriptioft. whatever from pnb-' 
lie employ n)^nt ? : U poO' wIukC system has your 
leglsla(^r^ T^bich requiiSes 'oaths ;at every stej^y> 
pKoceifde/ii IjT be/€lt;nb^on^cielitious scru-^ 
pies as..tG| the nature of all oaib^ ^ every Catho^ i 
Ue^peer fpigh^ enter the House ofLords^ every « 
CatlioUc^ eommpper might enter the House of ^ 
Co^mnoos ; ey^y, other CathoUc might hold*' 
Vfout cown^i^MQpj and administer what office- 
li^ch^se^. ^without asking;' their. permission ; but '. 
Wi^^.it fftifj ^was, it just^ when' you prescribed' 
thqs^ oathsjwh^n tbey had taken them^. acted > 
uypon. them, fpr.' twenty j«arsy to turn round 1 
uppathem^'andj for want of better .argument, >^ 
charge theqi Vf^xXh the very opinion they had so c 
soJ[emnlyrefno,u^ed ? He bad said^ that there a 
weretwp .things to be looked to. in, r^pird to i 
tbe^Catbolics^T-tb^ir profe^jsions and tkeiir prac^i 
tice». , JHe had; ^v^tediCoi their professions; * 
now what was tljeir practice i . He would ask, ^. 
if those who. had. taken these oaths were ever - 
known to have betrayed them? They had; 
fought valiantly in the fleets and armies of 
their country ; and he would ask, if. any of 
them^ha^d violated the oaths which hundreds of ^ 
tho|iaaad[s of .them hfid takea? He kpew it> 
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SHgfat be ludy that fliat mighty potenUtt iht/ 
Pope of Kome wvald. tome tine or other, ttlf 
tlban to riolste their otth. iaid wfao wu liiaf 
nighty potentate, tbo Pope of Rone f We. 
live in tivies in vrUch gtoat nrolaiioth haTcr 
tfiken pjue, in which miole mmiirehieB btre 
been pulled doirD> oonititatiokis ritev way^ 
and io whidi all tin mrbtiait pMnens of ihen' 
have been eiuji^ed; ud be wotrid ask iftbertf 
w«a a single ntttDee of tbii or any other pop? 
having bad the sl^bteatio^ence in prodnc}ng' 
ta modifying any of ^e changes vhieb baver 
taken place ? If he had evar procured a tin- 
gle individual to desert the allegianctr nbtcb 
he owed to his lorereign^ or gvrea W wkj MXre* 
r'eign power to control his people ? Bot wher^r^ 
was the Pope now f He wonctored' if the geq- 
tteman who mored the rewLbtilon, and who 
seemed to «atert^iD such a dread of him, knew 
where be was. The geotl^nan wa» M aflraiif 
of bim. that be dared to say he knew. He bad 
biraielf heard-— but he was not willii^ to telh 
the meeting till the gentleman shonld say if be' 
knew— he himself had accidentally heard-from 
an eye-witness, the mamier in wbieh Bonaparte 
bad poHfssed himself of the ' psrsoa of ' this 
mighty, potentate. He was seized in the day 
time in the piidsiofhis-owa palace by a few 
soldieratTTbaTing rccerred aproTious inbraatiea 
of what was totonded, he isBued'S preelamation 
from bis palace, tiallin^ ppon all good Catfao" 
lies to amist him ; but nobody, for all ihart, 
wau^ help. him. In Haly> which they all 
knew., was a. Catholic countpy> and the very 
ceatrt o^.Catholici«n — Arough ibe ficctest- 
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asticftl States, the tnhnbifsinls of which were 
all CatliolicB — thtoilgh Florente, the inhabi- 
tants of which were likfiwine- all. Catholic^-' 
was he convevtd — by whom ? Perhaps by a 
mighty army-^by eight dragoons, headed- by 
One oificer-— and by these eight dragoons -waa- 
he conveyed to France — and he could not Bod- 
eight other persons, good Catholics, willing to 
rise to his assistance. But, perhaps, there 
were persons at the meeting wtra thought that 
the Pope bad foi*borne to exercise liis atl-pow- 
erfu 1 influence' for a while ' iii France, Italy, 
and Spain, that' he might lie concealed, and 
fall by surprise on the Dean and Chapterof. 
Salisbury — he meant to speak with the respect 
which he sincerely entertained for that and 
similar other establishments of the church to 
which he belonged. He wished that Dr. 
Douglas, one of the enlightened dignitaries of 
that chapter, could have beeft present. . He 
woiild hare told them that the church was 
only in danger froai the indiscreet zeal of her 
ministera.  , , ; 

' " They had all bceti vtitoedaea oftheglorious 
cphflicts which bad ttiken:place in the: coutse 
df'tfae fast summer; bow the fide of- ioT^ioa 
tiftd rolled back, upoiiits' authors, and byimeam 
of 'whati tbot real enemy of' our chjirch-.nul 
atitei BouapartCi had been driven back by.4b* 
gMat'tountfy which be had dared to invaide* 
ft'wgs well known thai there existed it|rRuasia 
a Greek church, in opposition to the^cbiircla 
^'Rome ; but so far. was the Emperor,' who 
'was at the head of ttlat church, or the bisbopi 
-and dignittflrieg of it, afraid of putting a'cota 



into tfae hands of Calholic»,tliat we find Count 
Wittgensiein, s Catholic, at the bead of one 
of fail armies. "We also find a Protf^stant mi- 
nister of war in that country : and that all- 
Catholics and Protestants are employed by the- 
state, who swear allegiance to the Emperor 
of Russia. He thought the church of Eog- 
laod sufficiently strong not to stand in need 
of any exclusion to support it, which the 
church of Russia disdained. ' He knew that 
the churches of England and Russia were 
equally strong to suffer arms to be put inta 
the hands of all religious dcBominations, with- 
out having any thing to apprehend. But 
would tfae geutJeman who mitved tfae resoluy 
tioo, and those who supported bim, faad they 
been Russians, addressed the Emperor at tfae 
commencement of this campaign, not to ex- 
'press tfaeir confideoce in the loyalty and exer- 
tions of their fellow subjects—but to tell hiin 
tbey bad discovered soneofbis ministers and 
generals did sot belong to the established 
Greek church — that it was true be had a Ge- 
neral Count Wittgenstein, who was tfae best 
gmeral in fail army ; but let him bedismiiwd 
r being a Catholic ;— that he had a miaistav. 
who hul orgaoiKed that army, wbi«h had 
dzivonthe inraders froratiie Russian terrijtivyi 
but let bin be dismissed, because of tii»'t«i 
ing a Protestant ? Would thii have been, a 
course whl<^ it would hare been advaotagwMtf 
for Russia to adopt? 

'* Before concluding, be would y^t troubte 
themwttba few words. Hevraaaotan advocttf 
■&a tfae Cathtilics^^be disapproved tbeir ndir 
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^Mk, and dicHlKd its doctriaes ; bat be knevr 
tbttt ne religion wm ever yet put drfwa by ex< 
elusion. Tbe waj to putdown that abd ever j 
s^ifes of error was to instruct and to faciti- 
tste 'instruction. He admired, theteforej an 
Shstitutioti, which he was ^1ad to lee intro- 
duced into ibis countj, the Auxiliarj So- 
ciety for tbe Distribution of Bibles. Let 
Vbetn be assured that tbe spirit of light and 
Vhe spirit of darkness nerer walked together— - 
that exclusion which deprives men of every in- 
^entiTe to exertion and insiruction — >which rcj- 
-tiuires men to be ambitious of attaining; it for 
. their own adTancement, are instruments which 
cannot be employed by the same band. The 
greatest step towards enlightening tbe Catho- 
lics, was bringing them forward into civil life; 
and let it be well observed tbat in proportion 
as the Cathutics in other countries had been 
enlightened, in the game proportion the Pope 
of Rome bad lost allegiance ; and it was in 
countries where civil incapacities prevailed^ 
that tbe Pope of Rome now possessed most 
pnwer. 

" The gentleman who proposed theresoluUon 
wished to coumit tbem ; tbe noble Lord who 
moved the address, wiilied them merely to 
leave tbe consideration of the subject to Par^ 
liamcnt, under the persuasion that, by so doing 
alooe, a concUision might be come to, safe to 
alt tbe existing establishments in this country ; 
and which, at the same time, would neither 
impair tbe military strength of tbe state, nor 
disturb tbe civit harmony which ought to exist 
among all cls«ses on wbicfi. out safety d»- 



pended !ii iUe present, which waAthe tnig^litiest 
fltrufffr^e Jo tvfaicti the couotrj was ever en— 
g«ged." 

Mr. Eatcourt, one of the members for T>e- 
Tizes, aaidj "He coutd not possibly suffer the 
call from the noble Marquis to pass witbout 
his stating the apprehensions which be enter- 
tained from admitting the Catfaolirs to power. 
He did not mean to enter atlen^h into the ques- 
tion — be hoped they would excuse him. lie 
eaw arranged against him a phalanx of talenta* 
In one word, tbe fear which be had was the 
supremacy of tlie Pope. He did not feel encou- 
raged to go on by the sort of reception which 
he had met with. He was not used to public 
speaking. It might be said this danger was 
absnrd and futile. He would like to ask tbe 
noble Marquis what dragoons had the Pope in 
their custody P Were they not the dragoons 
of lionaparte ? And was uot the Pope now in 
the custody of Bonaparte. He did not fear 
the Pope, but that man who had tbe custody 
of tbe Pope. He was an old. enough membeiT 
of parliament to remember when the veto, was 
brougbt forward, which was afterwards ob^ 
jected to by the Catholic bishops. Having 
stated these things, he thought be had answer- 
ed the call of the noble Marquis. W ben tbey 
could shew him that tbe Pope was not under 
the custody of Bonaparte, then it would be 
time to make the coocessiout to tbe Catholics,; 
but so long as tbey would nut.agtee to the veto, 
and not let the King be at the head of their 
church, so long he thought there were fair 
grounds of appreheuaiou from concessioo. 
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That wns the daager.nrhiih he:SteaAed. Tba 
noble Iiord wbo moved ;tfae addresa, said the 
. Catholics bad been always temperate abd p.ru- 
dent ; but that the meetings which bad been 
held at Dublin in the course of last summer 
vreteof a very different description, wauld be 
admitted, he believed, even by gentlemen of 
tbepairty of the noble Lord bita^elC". 

Lord Holland said, " Thati not having resid- 
ed in the: county, and- consequently not being 
acquainted with many of .the gentlemeft prer 
ee'iit, he had hesitated before he ventured to 
addresftthe meetiog; but as .a native of Wilt- 
fhire, and a landholder in: it. he hoped ho 
tnight be excused for saying a few words oa 
the question upon ' which they .bad that day 
heeo convened ; tbey should be.few::, fox after 
the luminous, full, and convincing speech q£ 
the'uoble Marquis, it could uot -be necessary 
'to say much — he wished, bO'Wiev.er, to make 
eome observations oa what bad fallen from the 
bonourabte gentleman ^\bo spoke last, and be 
thought he could prove that if that gentle- 
man's vote was to be coDsistent with h's vltiw 
of the question, it must be. against the resolu- 
tion he had risen to support — the fact was, the 
fears that gentleman expressed, which he 
should examine , presently, were confined .ta 
one point ; whereas the laws against the Ca- 
tholics were directed to others, and that gen- 
tleman could not therefore consistently vote 
Sgainst any alteration of laws which guarded 
against feurs of which he had no a})prtiheu- 
xion — that honourable gentleman was however 
s fiKtr arguer i the fairest he h^d heard in oc o<^t 



tf paHUneof ; for be ftvowcdTy >bd d'ntinct- 
It said, that it was D<kt tin pevrei', the aftn j, or 
tOQ ambition of BDnaparte which he feared^ 
but it wai the helplen old waoa of wbom vra 
bad thii day heard so much— Ihe Pope I" 

Mr. Eslcourt explained. He appealed f» 
tbe Meeting if he had not been misrei^rewatad 
hy the noble Lord> What he had said was> 
^' that fae was not afraid of the individual Who 
'wai Pope, but because he was under the con* 
trool of Bonaparte." > 

' Zord ifo//and resumed, " He was sorrj if he 
-had mtstated Mr. Estcourt; be had not meant 
to do so, and had understood bim as he noW 
explained faioisetf, to fear the Pope's influenct 
'over Catholics on account of Benaparte'i influ*> 
CDce over the Pope : in other words, he feared 
-Bonaparte might make a tool of this formida> 
1)le oldmaa.— Hadhe then just fallen Under his 
yoke? No, he bfts been in- htg power tot 
years, and what use faas been made of him t 
i>h, but he flupposed, that since the Pepe'« 
Taptivity or dependence on France, there have 
lieeQ no Catholics opposed to fionaparteP 
'Where then had the greatest struggle with 
-France for now near fire years becnmaiotained? 
'He had thought it had been in Spain, in Catbo- 
'lic Spain, in the country the most devoted, the 
inost bigotted to that religion ua earth — and 
'yet he had never baard that instead of troops, 
'Bonaparte had sent papal bulls to bid tbe 
- Spaniards lay down their arras and acknowledge 
Joseph. Nor did he believoi nor did any 
one believe, that Catholics aa they were, the 
-Spaniardfl would pay the sligbteit atteBtiau to 



any such maodate. We have heard ' to-day/ 
that in Russia, in this very campaign, in which' 
he has met with such signal and unexampled 
iniflfortanes, he has been opposed, baffled too' 
by Roman Catholic g;enera!s — Why, if what 
the gentleman feared had any reality — why 
should Bonaparte collect such vast armaments ?' 
why should he brave the elements, why expose 
himself, and his three hiindred thousand men to' 
 ice, to frost, to famine, to the resentment of the 
Russians, and to the fury of the Cossacks ? Why 
ail this trouble, expence, and danger when he 
had a snug tittle old man in a corner who 
could write a' card to Count Wittgenstein to, 
disband the armies of his enemy, and lay the' 
Russian Empire at onfe at his mercy? The 
liear wai prepoaterons — but this question had, 
sometimes been argued (not, however, in Par- 
liament—no ; such arguments were I'eserved, 
for places where there was no opportunity of 
immediate reply, for anonymous hand-bills,, 
pamphlets; he feared too occasionally sermons, 
and even charges ; ) it had been argued as if it 
was a qnestion whether we should nave a Pro-, 
testantor a Catholic establishment. But even, if 
he were to admit, for the sake of argument, and 
it Would be a very great and prepoitetous ad-, 
mission indeed, that all which was' said against 
Catholics were true; yet it would be difficult to 
^£W that when all that was now asked was. 

granted, they woyld be one step nearer an «s>- 
ibllsbmebt than they are now* ' He would nol^ 
dwvilea Buch'an ignorant argument, befeaiue 
ke-had not' that dty heard it ; and ' the gentlc' 
Kmt who spoke last had -«hewD eundbnr, fkif-^ 



DCBS, and - moderaiion, but be ought -to vote 
against Mr, Galley's resolution, because be. 
dreaded nothing but the supremacy of the 
Pope- Wliy tlienif tbe Catbotics would re- 
nounce tbat supremacy, be must be satisfied — 
he ought to be willing to reduce tbe oaths to 
that — but though some part, a very small, 
pari of the oaths touched that part, tbe great'.' 
er part of tbem related to teaets which had no- 
thing to do with it. Lord Laiisdownehad read 
to them the oaths Catholics actuslly did take ; 
be would now read tbe declaration thej would. 
not sign, and the mectiog would judge if the, 
part, at least, which be/eod :vraa either neces-, 
Bary or proper. . , 

" I A. B. do solemnly and sincerely, ip tbe 
" presence of God, profess, testify and declare.' 
" that Idobeliey^, tbat in tbe sacrament of tbe 
" Lord's Supper there is not- any traosubstan- 
" tiatien of the elepents of bread and .wine into, 
" tbe body and blood of Christ, at or .after tbe 
" consecration thereof , by; aoy peisan whatso- 
" ever^ and that the inyacaiion or adoration o£ 
" the Virgin M^y^fffoay other saint, and thet- 
" sacrifice of the ^Ja^s, ss.tbey are now used 
" in the church of Rome are jupeistitioiu.an^ 
• "idolatrous."  . • 

Now this required them to.abu»f! and.vU 
).if^ tenets . w^icb the.ir very -en^ati^s . allow- 
ed to be harujle^s to the, »t.9.ifii at least 
and which tbey or their a,nce.stors had : long 
considered t^ be sacred — He (Lo^ Ut}'Waa 
s« advocaie fyr sucjh a prefidrrhe; wondered 



baw C»t)r<4ief ^^\^ believe it, but tbey did-~ 
acd tboagb be nw 1191 sense io tbe. belief of 
-(ransubvtpuitiation ot invocation of laiqtj, b^ 
saw. tto daijiger to li^LOg or to Parliament thetein 
r— Tbaae then, who say dgnger in tbe poor old 
Pope, ibould confine ^hejr guards to the Pa^o, 
and not extend thi;ni to transub&t^ptiation/ aD4 
the iBVoeati<H> *>f «aiutf ; but wbat did the rfiso* 
)ution laj ? It sard — no alleviation whaietter. — 
The l^ff a« it now exists, whether it meets oar 
ideas of daqger or not, thqugb it be levelled 
againat one pfini when we Appr^hen^ , ano- 
ihier, roust ren9«i|i ^s it is, , u^ialterefl ^nj 
Wialterable. One gfntleqnaq saySt vi^ . n)U9t 
band down these )a>Fs of exdosion #b, t|iey 
were^: established at ,tbf ReyolMtioq— ^vby ? 
file Iftws ftbout Difseatera an4 Catholics Jiave 
ijf^il. altered five orsiy ,tii°es since the Hfvolu" 
tj^n'; ^nd in Ireland, where thej are bow ffOftt 
coqipjained of, they, were opt ^i^cted , tiU 
years after thf revolution.* They have difieretj at 
difierept periods and iodiQereat parts qf th^king- 
dotn: — the legislative has cuog .all po^sible.c^ftUr 
ges upQH them-T'tbeFie i* peitber iut«lligihic sy^- 
t^mqar uoiforw priaciplein them— they differ 
qojvin IreltMid ADd^glaud.-In Ireland, Catho-. . 
y<;s vote at elections,in Englan4 they caBontt In 
England there is a test law. in IreJ^ad there iy 
none. But do m^ter, says the resoliitioD, there 
qiusjt be nocbaffge,qo alteration, qo tpi^ification 

• The revolution w^ accomplished in 1688; the act of 
Parliament by which Roman Catholics were excluded from 
tiie Irish Parliament paued in 1691. — The te»t act imp not 
Extended tu Ireland till Queen Anne'i reign— It was not. 
tttl aeveo or tight yean after tbe Revolatioa that CathoUct 
were i«adeied incapable of rotiag at elections. 
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whatever  we lajisipeiHidtil^UtLmenHo keep 
fbings exactly' as thef irj?, ' though they liave 
expressed their opmion distttfctty, that' they 
are not in a state either rieastfrrable W s«tire. ' 

He did not wiih to ■thief' &n a^'diatiriction 
■too often insisted iipdri bctwcen'toleraiion'iind 
eligibility 'to power — It 'woflld fipen a very, vprdft 
field-^Tbis; however, he "wi'nld say, '-thfere 
"was no instance'in history xrf any body of irferi 
disqualified by law from' all ■share of ^p'ofli- 
tical power/praclically enjoying civil Or reli- 
gious liberty. for ariylength- ftf tirte.'-— The 
fably secuHty forthe liberties of the'-peopfe 
^its a share in their goVerriment.— Religiott'i 
trorsfai^ Wig^t he tolerated by laV, tutif 3ios*r 
T^ho 'ittrtided it wek'* digquBlified' frflm' 'all 
affice/ 'trustj 'or' powe^,''tb'ey'- never 'Wotild 
htive 'tbe mean's of fen^driag- the enjoymeBt flf* 
■what was nominally granted ' to them.— ^EX'- 
Elusions 'We're ' contrary tb the  spirit of  the' 
British constitution, not only tis it was written 
on parchment or recorded ih 'public acts, but 
as'it was engraven 'in the fteSrts of English-" 
men. — What man of this fVee country was stf 
base orignorant as not'.to'-feel that nb severer 
sentence cO'U Id be' pr«itDunced upon him than 
fli'is-,^ — " wh4teviermfcy tfe'your loyalty, your* 
zeal, or yduif abilitie*,- foM 'flre' incapable by 
law of sritvingybnr'Iringor'ybur country ?" " 
' To return to-' the dad^ei-UppfeheHded'ifrom 
Sonaparte thrQug;b the Pope, we had the eX' 
perieucc of several years ' to ' prove it ' wits. 

• TbU ientimeut, nearly in the same words, is i<f be foupd 
inthereasonaof the Lords iu a confwence with the Com- 
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f^rouodlcist— He believed Bonsp&rte relied oa 
lits numerous resources, on his legions, on his 
bayonets, (enirusted by the bye without exclu- 
Bton (d men of all aecis and religions.) more 
than on bis infiueoce with the Pope or the Pope's 
infloeoce with any one— the fear of papal 
power returning seettled to him most extravav 
gant.' So strange an apprehension of remote 
dangers reminded him of a story which when be 
beard it; appeared absurd from its improbabi- 
litj*'— A man it was said was led to exepution, 
and. the rope was actually tied rouild his neck; 
yet be betraiyed no symptoms of fear, bore the 
•dreadful preparations for death with firmness 
and resignution, atid expressed neither terror 
fior Goneern.at his approaching fate — suddenly. 
however, to the astonishment of every one, he 
eKclaimed, in grea;t agitation andalarm, "Good 
Gpd, there, is a man. ill that field, don't you see 
hiai?" " Well, and what then ?" "Why he 
issdwifigbemp,the hemp will perhaps comeup. 
and who knows if it does, but they will make 
aro,pe of it, and with that rope they may, hang 
ine-.'' So it was witbthegegeutlemen,theysawQo 
danger iodiscontents in Ireland, and Bonaparte. 
in France, the real ropes round our neck, while 
they. were wholly lost in contemplation of dis- 
tant, improbable, and speculative perils. He 
gave the geuttemen who sigaed the requisition 
credit for the moderation of the terms in wLicJi 
it was conceived, and for fairuess and riianli- 
pess in Calling a meeting, if they, were disposed 
' to petition. — He thought it., however. some# 
nv bat hard upon those who attended thait call 
lo be tauntc4. with being, prepared,, ^eip^ 



mrrkjii m m pbtlaox, and other cxpreHiom 
iDiinuating some advanta^ taken of those who 
tBoved the resolutioii.-^Thosewho irst nwTed 
~ the qu'eition had surely iirae to prepare the 
rrounds ofwbatthej recommended.aiid taforoi 
uieirpbalaaxei in support of it — Those who 
called the meeting could oot well censure 
others'for attending it— his it vas called, the 
question was which would be the safer and 
wiser course— to give adecided opiaion on tht» 
matter, or to refer it to the wisdom of Par- 
liament, which is pledged to consider it^-^-- 
For himself he seldom disguised bis opinioB> 
and he was ready to acknowledge that it was, 
and Ittdg had been favourable to the Catholitf 
claims;— 4ut he did not for that reason wish, 
like the other gentlemen, to press the. meeting 
to adopt hii opinion P No^ be wished them 
to leaTC the matter to Parliament, at least for 
the present— 'for the wine forms of' oiir con- 
stitution bftd provided that nothing orald'be 
done in such & business in Parliament without 
full time occurring for the country to give its 
•pinion thereupon. Parliament bad ^clared 
that it was desirable to make an arraagement 
if possible — and the question which we now 
bad to vlecide was. whether in this prelimiaary 
'ttage we should entreat Parliam«it not evwft 
to try to bring the matter to an amicable con- 
clusion; or place our reliance on Parliament, 
for doing nothing inconsistent with our safety 
or impervious to our establisbme^ts. — As to the 
veto or other securities he saw no use in enter- 
iig' mto such details— those, however, who 
fought that if a veto were secured the re*t 
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M}6weA6( cmrrse ; ibose yrho hii airy \ 
twurity, ai it 'va« eaUed, iti devise^ or 1 
Whb tliotight the dissbilrties n^ht be repi 
mt once, and (he law left as sumcient lecu 
all perwiA who entertaraed one or any of ' 
opintoM were bound to give t^e prefereni 
Lord Andover's address oret a resol 
which dectarad against all alterations, 
went the length of petitioning ParliameQl 
ercDto try to do that which they felt 
cendnciTe to the peace if not necessarj t 
•afety of the countiy. 

Here be would hare left the subject, 
as hisDoble relation near him, had nienti 
the great statesmen who had been favoa 
tothe cause, he could not help adverting t 
kutherity of persons who had local infonna 
and whose character and sitoation of Hfi 
cued them from ihe impotationa very c 
though be believed very unjustly tbrowi 
against the active leaders of political' parti 
he neant (he Lord Lietitenairts of Irelan 
Since be bad sat in Parliattierrt there bad 
five Protestant noblemen ofthh' country 
bad been employed in that office by va 
ministers, attd who had 'all returoed convi 
ioth of the necessity of granting the Cat 
claioTS, and of the safety with which it a 
heutcumplished — some -of them went out 
unfavourable ioipressions of tbe Catholics 
returned with a conviction in their favo 
Ihe first he should mention, was indeed 
disposed to them from -the beginning 
meant that excellent man Lord FitZwilli 
Differences, iiowever, which aroK betweei 
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(ainly very itnusnal fo'F a man of liia cdutloii 
and iDoder&tton,) he inforoied the .Cbtholie 
liody of hissentimeatfl' in their faTOnr, and of 
his reasons for retiring from (he gOTernmetft bf 
Ireland, aod renewed his assurances to' them of 
bis adherence to their cause,— Then' Lord 
Sidtnoutfa becaqie minister — •he came irt u^Ort 
the principle of resisting the Catheltc claiwlS-i-^ 
he must naturally have sought tbr a. Lord Lie'fir^ 
tenant of Ireland, who had doubts at least, if 
not objections to granting tlt'e prayer -of their 
petitions — be certainly seieicted ui tioblemati of 
great honour, exeeKdnt spnse abd sound, jud^^ 
Bient, one too who bore a^tttJe^diait was a 80 rt' 
of pledge of his knowledge of the laws, and 
dttscbmeBtto'tbecotisti'tutian of his country.'-^ 
This was Lord Hardwitke^ — ho was. W'Rttin 
eminently qualifiediitojudgte fpr hinriself Witb- 
eut biu- Or - predilection; or'- if he had any.it 
must have beiii- in favour of Lord Sidmouth's 
opinions — but Lord Hard v^icke was a'man'bf 
observation and reflection/ and from: whathe 
saw without interest or prejudice, hetoobecatsa 
convinced of tbenecessityuf Catholic emanci^a- ' 
tioa. Since that time >his friend and relation-tbe 
Duke of Bedford had:goi\e as Lord Liauteninfr 
—•he went indeed to Irelandwith a bt^ajb fa- 
vour of liberality, toleratipn, and tioncession ; 
but if be went with 'a bms, he; came baek 
with :a rooted persuasioniof.tbe absolute ne- 
cetsity of Catholic emancipation. Ntiw, hk 
would -ask, if great and eaUghteiied.statesmQa,-> 
if ^Mr. Fox, with. whose naaie:he could hardly 
trust himself in a public assemMy; if Mrj 
Burke, Mr. eitC, Mr. WiDdham; if, all the 



un\o' 



^ifiaiereitod PfoUstant Noblemen, vfao had 
i/^ea ejapUtfeA )^f vari^ua Administrafions, had 

pet ovi.QR tlieir goTevfiment witfa various opi* uttnce, 

nians eo tliU subject, bad.tUsMner ox later it «hid 

'CQ^urred in copdemning the exisiliag Tawi ntnibeT 

pgtiinst C^tlioUcA as ut^ust: and impolitic^ ,gj f,,^ 

f.a»ld tbey be brtmghtto auppoae b^i the miK- ^^ ^ 

tionoftbe Hon.OeotleoiaD tfaat daj, that oo ,|,jjg g 

alternticHa CQuld be effected ill thfim tvitboui j^^^ > 

eodangienng the itiitei and subTcrting tho ,;j|g; g 

fst^blUhqieDt ? Were, all tbete autboritiet ^^ y^\ 

incafMblfi of forming a judgment of th« ^^^^^ 

cennaqueice of, « political measure? oc ^^^^i 

were tbe gceat Danie& and: retpectable noble* ' 

{nop be bad mentioned lesa interested in our ^^^ 

coDstitutiuii and establisb(Bent;tbaD ourselves? - °^^ 

3uttbey bad jet further aHthoritJ—rtbe aur ^g, 

thftfitj of a mtjority of the Housp olf Com- (j,(, 

lijqas who bad at least expressed by their reto« .^j, 

lutifw that if it ivBS; practicable to. do any \^f 

tbingj it wa3 desirable that it sbould be done ; ^^ 

tifey had engaged tbemselves to consider the ^^^ 

f.Mbject But. the. gentlemea who supported ^ 
 Mr. CaUey'sanieDdtnent must be prepared to. 

nyi tb&t the House of Cowmons sras wrongs y^ 

either in thinking tbat sueb an adjustmeDt, if l, 

practiiflible, was advantageous, or iu iniagiii- i 

wg that it waa possible to do any thing. .: 

Cojuld they fabe upon them to say either of • 

these things to the House of Commons r' As to ' . 
the pooduct.of the Catholics, tbere might be. 
ifaprudent meuaiuoBg tbem. Id vbatAoeiety 
T«re tliere not imprudent and evea bad men? 
lo all transactions where nien .were engaged, 
biunaB passtoos would eiiter;JtMitwMild.it, (ot 



.J 



83 

ioitance, be fair to the church of England, 
of which he was proud to call himself a 
member, to pick out Bome violent, intolerant 
and foolish expressions of some hot-headed 
man, sad such there were, and then say, 
these are the opinions of the church of Eng- 
land ? The truth was, the fanatics on both 
sides agreed, and the ^^tholic faiiatic was 
as unfavourable to the petitions as the Pro- 
testant fanatic could be; they loved to disse- 
minate hatred oud not love, division and not 
union and strength. He wished to shew the 
same fairness to Catholics which we' expected 
for ourselves. Now if gentlemen would for a 
moment put themflelves in tbe situation of Ca- 
tholics, and suppose that the; had stated their 
grievances, and I hat the legislature without 
deciding on tbem> had resolved to consider 
them deliberately, would they think it fair fur 
another body of people to step in and say, give 
this subject no consideratiou ; do not try to re- 
concile those subjects to your state, but say 
what has- been must continue: there shall 
be no alteration, there shall not even be a 
discussion on tbe subject. In this country 
there were few Catholics, and therefore here 
, it was a matter ofjustice only-r-rbut in Ireland 
the people were Catholics, and he would ask 
if, in point of policy, it was prudent to be 
bandying this question between tbe people of 
the two countries, and pitting tbe zeal of one 
against the grievances of the other, instead of 
Jeaving the mode of satisfying both to the calm 
deliberation of those who represented cquallj 
the peoj>le of Ireland and England ? Surel^^ 



34 

afm\y, such an impoHant matter shmild be. \ 

left to ParUameni. There neter wa§ a time i 

Tvhen we stood more in need of all the eiertioni 1 

thatcould t>OBBibly be made. Let Parlfament ^ 

then try, at least, to unite those of every rank, > 

ofeverj Sect, of every class of the community, i 

the ri<4t and the poor, the Englishman and the s 

Irishman, the Catholjc and the Protestant, the 1 

Church Af England man, and the Dissenter ! t 

Afr- Ektcotert explkined. He uleant nothing 1 

offensive by the vrbrd phalanx. ^ 

Mr. Meehtiew, one of the Members for the J 

County, begged- Ibave to state, that he never 
. law the Address till it was that day brought 
forward by Mr, Calley. He had signed the i 

Requisition, without considering it at any ( 

pledge of the conduct he might adopt. He ( 

nieantto reserve bis opinion till he could state t 

it in fa is place in the House of Commons, as the ^ 

question would there be more fully and fairlj 
discussed. After such a blaze of eloquence as % 

they had heard, there was but little chance of f, 

Gentlemen like himself, not used to poblic . f 

speaking, being beard with attention. With £, 

regard to the Pope, he had no fear of him-^ j, 

though he was inclined to think a veto or ^i 

some security desirable; and with regard to • jj 

the present discussion, he could only compare || 

the chance which supporttnrs of the resolution ^^ 

had against the oo'ble fords, to the cbance „, 

vhich the Pope had. against Bonaparte. ^ 

Mr. CaUey said in explanation, that iktt f^^ 

meeting had been called, not for the pnrposa j. 

of preventing- Parlisment from taking thi 
cluimiof the Catholics into couaideratioot hut 
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for the purpose of lefftng them know ^he sense 
of the country. Of the old man the. Pope in 
Rome he was not afraid ; but if theCatboltcs 
were to be admitted to power without the 
veto, Bonaparte would have a strong hold 
through him in this couotrj. He might then 
say, I will overturn the constitutioU «f Great 
Britain. Why, the Protestants in the situation 
of the Catholics would do the very same. If 
he had a relation or connection, and a place or 
pension were at his disposal, be would let him 
have it in preference to any other person. 

Lord Holland said, he did not know with 
what view the meeting had been called; but 
it was easy to see with what view the resolu- 
tion had been framed. The Hon. Gentlaraan 
( Mr. Calley), went beyond Catholics orPapists 
themselves, for he seemed to think the Pope 
could work miracles. 

Mr. Robert Gordon wished to call the at- 
tention of the meeting to the late gioriousdc' 
fence of Canada, in which the Catholics and 
Protestants were equal participators. In that 
country there was no distinction between the 
two religions. He had lived much with Ca- 
tholics, and he had relations, of that persua- 
sion ; and he could not bear to have it said 
that the Catholics would wish to overturn the 
coDstitutioD, or that Catholic gentlemen of 

Eropefty would wish to do that which would 
e the means of having their own estates taken 
from them. He recomniended to the consi- 
deration of' the meeting, the very moderate 
and christian address of the clergy .of the dio- 
cese of £zeter. They had come forward in 
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